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Let compassmn rule
nmnlgmtlon debate

BYC.Mma_stSAmou

ust-as [arrived in Guatemala
for my annual field research;
the issue of the migration stat-
ed minors™ ar-
riving in the United States from -

brief visit to Guatemala, and media
filled with comments on the ways

: youthandchildmn aredealt within

: ourmumgratwnsys'
mo' .mzl;anAmencanu-
View

_ tizen, | am especially
.lack of social justice and human
rights perspectives in the dis-
course, including the refusal todeal -
-with the more sinister aspects of -
our immigration policy — keéping
young immigrants in an ambiguous
legalstatuswh:lelumhngaccessto

venting reunification and holding
ts in detention without

trué access to the legal system.
The lack of compassion in the dis-
cussion of immigration issues and
the refusal to embrace comprehen-
sive reformare driven by two factors:
. m The largely but not exclusively
Republican fears in Congress of

granting “amnesty” to those who -

have entered the country without
papers - even children brought to
the United States as very young mi-
nors and whose entire educational
experience has been in the Amer-
ican context. -
® A purported desire to ™ secure”
our borders without defining what
security really means.

“Rule of law” and “security”
sound like winning issues, but
without a broader perspective on
the complexity of the issues at
hand, this language is shallow.
Does the effort to provide security
through the building of more walls
and a stronger military and pohce
presencethrextmtompnson usin
walls-of our own making? The
dearth of reflection in the dis-

amnesia

course shows a
abouttheplmhsn‘luftheU.S pop-
uhbonandwhawerefa-toathe

AMOwhdgmsthecmmlentyof

. mrmgrancn issues at the outset -

does not minimize the need to
broaden our discourse and consider
where social justice intersects with
themleofhw Onrr legal system dis-
between degrees of crimi-
annimswel-lmowndnthose

ﬂleucmmenshlpmcmdserasedon

various technicalities, .
.Social justice demands that we

look at young immigrants in a differ-
ent light. Some want to be reunited
with family members in the United

. States. Others are looking for eco- .
mnncbettemmtmﬂxesameway

that waves: of immigrants have.
throughout the nation’s history, Oth- -
.ers are escaping violence. On my
ﬁntdaymetemah.anewspaper
article reported the murder rate'in -
the country a3 34 per100,000 inhabi-
tants - over 5,000 people a yearina
countryoflSmﬂhomItlsoneofﬂ'xe
highest rates in Latin-America and
over 50 percent hlgherﬁlaanex—
m,whlch recemsnmd!attenuon

.

thl jnsuu aho uus that we
cansider how palicy that divides fam-
_ilies and separates minors from -
rents is related to the con-

R o ions that want to assess
lvmg ;ondltlons, dmglmi é;l:‘l cpn-
. amnities while often actively pre-- stant reference to tamily valués'so |

many of our politicians claim to
support. What if we talked about
family reunification and reform at
least as much as we talk about law
and security? Better questions
might lead to clearer solutions.
Moreover, they would make our

-discourse more humane and reflect -

our better values as a people.

And our histories are more relat-
ed than we think in the age of glo-
balization. There are textile mills
in North Carolina abandoned in
part when the industry tried to
take advantage of cheaper labor in
Central America, which in turn
was frequently abandoned in favor
of China. Now abandoned down-
towns have been partially. revital-
ized by the immigrants themselves.
Change is the constant here, and
while it brings trials, it also often
brings beauty and hard work—only
look at the landscape and construc-
tion industries in our cities.

There are other values involved,
too. North Carolina is at one ex-
treme of the Bible Belt. Whether or
not one shares the specific reli-
gious values associated with that
region, the quality of our discourse
—andmrcompdm -354
is surely” rediosi
which we :

- Who knows? We might even bemn
to look at some of the other intrac-

table problems facing the rest of
our society in 4 new hght )
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